THE LESSONS APPOINTED FOR USE ON
FRIDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT

Genesis 37:3-4,12-28
Matthew 21:33-43
Psalm 105:16-22

Preface of Lent

THE COLLECT

Grant, O Lord, that as your Son Jesus Christ prayed for his enemies
on the cross, so we may have grace to forgive those who wrongfully
or scornfully use us, that we ourselves may be able to receive your
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT: GENESISs 37:3—4,12—28

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with
sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more
than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably
to him.

Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem.
And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers pasturing the flock
at Shechem? Come, | will send you to them." He answered, "Here |
am." So he said to him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers
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and with the flock; and bring word back to me." So he sent him from
the valley of Hebron.

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields;
the man asked him, "What are you seeking?" "I am seeking my
brothers," he said; "tell me, please, where they are pasturing the
flock." The man said, "They have gone away, for | heard them say,
“Let us go to Dothan."" So Joseph went after his brothers, and found
them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came
near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another,
"Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him
into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured
him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams." But when
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, "Let us
not take his life." Reuben said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him" -- that he
might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the
long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him
into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum,
balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah
said to his brothers, "What profitis itif we kill our brother and conceal
his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our
hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers
agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph
up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty
pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.



PsALM 105:16—22

16. Then he called for afamine in the land *
and destroyed the supply of bread.

17. He sent a man before them, *
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

18. They bruised his feet in fetters; *
his neck they putin aniron collar.

19. Until his prediction came to pass, *
the word of the Lord tested him.

20. The king sent and released him; *
the ruler of the peoples set him free.

21. He set him as a master over his household,*
as a ruler over all his possessions,

22. Toinstruct his princes according to his will*
and to teach his elders wisdom.

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:33—43

Jesus said, "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, " They will respect my son.’
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, "This is
the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' So they seized



him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They
said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the harvest time."

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:

"The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,
and itis amazing in our eyes'?

“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.”



